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The Definitive, Completely Up-to-Date Guide to Planning a Jewish Wedding  Since its original

publication in 1986, The New Jewish Wedding has become required reading, assigned to engaged

couples by Conservative, Reform, and Reconstruc-tionist rabbis alike. In this new revision, Anita

Diamant, one of the most respected writers of guides to Jewish life, continues to offer step-by-step

guidance to planning the ceremony and the party that follows -- from hiring a rabbi and wording the

invitation to organizing a processional and hiring a caterer. She also includes:   A new chapter

focusing on converts, non-Jews, and same-sex couples Essential Web sites All new art, with

examples of ketubot, invitations, and other wedding paraphernalia New poems and new translations

of the seven wedding blessings   Complete, authoritative, and indispensable, The New Jewish

Wedding is a must-have resource for anyone who wants a wedding that combines spiritual meaning

and joyous celebration.
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Many of my new invitation or "ketuba" clients walk in my door with Anita Diamant's "The New Jewish

Wedding" in hand, with page markers sticking out and underlined text throughout. If they don't, I pull

out my copy to show them why they need this book to prepare for their wedding. Just as my clients

know they need a "ketuba," yet don't necessarily know anything about the meaning, history and

purpose of this marriage contract, they also don't know about many of the other Jewish wedding

customs. This is totally understandable, for they have never needed to know until now.The richness

and meaning of Jewish wedding customs and rituals is enhanced immeasurably when couples



understand why they are included in their celebration and ceremony -- and not just because "it's

tradition!" Once they read "The New Jewish Wedding," couples have a much better understanding

of the historical perspective of the rituals, helping in decision making about which rituals to include

and what form they should take. They also have nuts and bolts information about everything from

how to choose a rabbi, caterer, musicians, and location to seeking a personalized and artistic

Jewish invitation and "ketuba." The dilemmas of mixed marriages and gay/lesbian ceremonies are

handled with sensitivity, designed to help couples and their families approach complex

issues.Poignant stories share how previously married couples enhanced various rituals to

personalize them. The detailed descriptions of the parts of the ceremony help couples know what to

expect and to be more comfortable with the Jewish wedding tradition. Suggested readings and

blessings provide those who want to give their ceremony their own personal twist with ideas for

adding to the core elements.
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